
Oracy at Kenmore Park Infant & Nursery 
School

How talk can help your 
child



Oracy= the ability to express oneself fluently and 

grammatically in speech.

The aim is for every child to find their voice…



Why is it important? 





What does good communication look like? 

Basics: 

• Eye contact

• Clear voice

• Able to make someone 
understand us!







Avoid ‘Yes/No questions!’

Did you have a 
good time in school 

today? 

Was your 
homework 

hard?

Did you like the TV 
programme? 

What was the 
best thing that 
happened in 

school today?

Who was your 
favourite 

character? 

What was the 
hardest part of 

your homework? 

Who/What/When/
Where/ How/Why



When playing, don’t ask too many questions!



Valuable Talk Experiences: 

● Solving a problem collaboratively

● Discussing an issue

● Explaining something

● Engaging in role play



Reading…

• Listen

• How was the character feeling?

• How do you think the character was feeling?

• I wonder if…



Why did the gingerbread man run away?

The gingerbread man 

wanted to go on holiday.

He wanted to make 

some new friends. 

He thought the animals 

and people wanted to 

eat him. 

He wants to get fit. 



Which one does not belong?



Which one does not belong?

1, 5, 9, 0 



Always, sometimes, never

● A square is a rectangle

● Multiples of 5 always end in 5

● When you add 2 odd numbers, you get an even number

● A quadrilateral has 4 right angles

● Multiples of 10 always end in 0



Would you rather?

● Would you rather be a fish or a bird? 

● Would you rather live in the year 2300 or 

1300?



General tips!

● Choose your times…

● Think about how your child likes to communicate

● Think about where is a good place to communicate – face 

to face is often not the best (the car/bus is often good)

● Play!



Other things we can do…
1. Discuss a news article –watch Newsround 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround and ask

• questions about this. For example, ‘How did the children feel?’

•

• Talk about vocabulary – ‘What does this word mean?’ – after reading a book or 
just hearing a new word.

• Discuss a T.V. programme – talk about what happened.  Ask them what they 
liked about it or what might happen in the next show.

• Come up with a word of the day – encourage new vocabulary learnt to be used 
in your child’s in a conversation they have that day.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround


• Listen to different types of oracy – podcasts, poetry, radio shows, 
television programmes, educational videos, speech, job interview, 
comedy or music.

• Interview someone – encourage your child to interview a neighbour, a 
family member or a family friend. Come up with the questions 
together and identify what they might learn from this experience.

• Demonstrate correct spoken English – if your child says, “I’m gonna go 
shop.” Correct this with, “I am going to go to the shop.”



• Create a talk box – this is an exciting way to ensure conversations take place 
in your house. This could be an item that can be collected by you or your 
child. It can be as simple as a leaf, with the idea that you or your child talk 
in detail about how you came to have the leaf in your talk box.

• Play a game and discuss the rules – this can be as simple as playing 
different board games and getting your child to explain the rules or using 
the games suggested below.

• Play more…and then play again! Pretend to be characters in a book. Follow 
your child’s play –if they want to pretend to be a doctor, let them help you! 
Use the kinds of words the doctor or patient would use. Add a bit more to 
what your child is saying. If they are using one word, add another one. If 
they are using 2 words, add another!



What the school is doing…

• Sentence Stems…

• Discussion guidelines

• Talk homework


